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THE DEMOCRATS IN CONVENTION 
ANNCR: 

WITH SOME THOUGHTS NOW OH THE OPENING OF THE AMERICAN 
DEMOCRATIC PARTY'S NATIONAL CONVENTION IN NEW YORK, HERE IS 
VOA NEWS ANALYST CHRIS KERH. 

VOICE: 

THERE ARE FOUR THOUSAND REPORTERS HERE TO COVER THIS 
CONVENTION AND THEY ARE ALL LOOKING FOR THE RIGHT WORD TO 
DESCRIBE IT. FROM THE LOOKS OF IT, THEY AREN'T HAVING MUCH 
SUCCESS. "CORONATION" AND "LOVE FEAST" ARE REGAL Ai!ID ROMANTIC 
AND TRITE FROM OVERUSE. THE POINT, OF COURSE, IS THAT 
SOMETHING EXTRAORDINARY IS HAPPENING HERE, FIVE THOUSAND 
DEMOCRATS ARE HOLDING THEIR WATIONAL CONVENTION AND THEY ALL 
LIKE EACH OTHER. 

ACTUALLY, IT'S NOT LOVE OR UNANINITY THAT BIiIDS THAT 
DEMOCRATS TOGETHER BUT PRAGMATISM AND SELF-INTEREST. JUST 
ABOUT EVERYBODY FROM JITHiY CARTER ON DOWN EXPRESSES CONFIDENCE 
THAT THIS IS GOING TO BE A DEMOCRATIC YEAR AND THAT A 
DEMOCRATIC ADMINISTRATION WILL TAKE OFFICE IN WASHINGTON NEXT 
JANUARY. THAT MAY NOT CREATE LOVE, BUT IT CERTAINLY GENERATES 
EXCITEMENT AND ANTICIPATION WITHIN THE PARTY. 

WHETHER THIS CONVENTION CAN GENERATE ANY EXCITEMENT FOR THE 
COUNTRY AT LARGE REMAINS IN DOURT. THE DEMOCRATS WOULD BE 
PLEASED IF IT DIG BECAUSE THE WHOLE THING IS ON TELEVISION AND 
THEY WOULD LIKE TO HOLD THE COUNTRY'S ATTENTION. SOME BELIEVE 
THAT THEY WILL NOT BE ABLE TO DO SO, AND THAT OTHER 
TELEVISION PROGRAMS WILL DRA NUCH OF THE AUDIENCE. 

NOT EVERYONE AGREES, OF COURSE, AND NOT EVERYONE WHO 
DISAGREES IS A PARTISAN DEMOCRAT. ONE PROMINENT NEWSPAPER 


COLUMNIST ARGUES THAT GREAT RITUALS OF DEMOCRACY ARE INHERENTLY 
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INTERESTING, PARTICULARLY IN A YEAR THAT'S BEING DEVOTED TO 
THE OBSERVANCE OF TRADITIOHAL IDEALS AND FUNDANEHTAL FREEDOMS. 

IN SOHE RESPECTS, JIMiiY CARTER IS THE PERFECT BICENTENNIAL 
CANDIDATE, HE WILL SURELY 8C CONSIDERED TH-LIBERAL IN THIS 
YEAR'S PRESIDENTIAL RACE, BUT THERE IS QUITE A BIT ABOUT HIN 
THAT IS TRADITIONAL AND FUNDAMENTAL -- FROM HIS ENPHASIS 
ON GOVERNHENT EFFICIENCY TO HIS SOUTHERH BAPTIST RELIGION. 

THE REPUBLICAH RACE IS ALSO REHIPISCENT OF AN EARLIER ERA, 
AN ERA WHEN INCUMBENT AMERICAN PRESIDENTS WERE NOT AUTOMATICALLY 
RENOMINATED BY THEIR PARTIES AHD AUTOMATICALLY RE-ELECTED 8&Y 
THE VOTERS. THE FORD-REAGAM CONTEST IS GENERALLY CONSIDERED 
TOO CLOSE TO CALL, AHD THE REPUSLICAN CONVENTION NEXT MONTH WILL 
HAVE TO CHOOSE THE PARTY'S NOMINEES. 

THAT'S THE KIND OF NOMINATION CONTEST THE DEHOCRATS USUALLY 
HAVE, BUT THIS IS A YEAR OF ROLE REVERSAL. THE DEMOCRATS ARE 
ACTING LIKE REPUBLICAHS AS THEY CATHER UNIFIED FOR THIS 
CORVENTION AND THE REPUSLICANS ARE SQUABBLING LIKE DEMOCRATS. 

THE SENSE OF IRONY WAS SET LAST WEEK WHEN THE QUEEN OF 
ENGLAWO CANE FOR A BICENTENNIAL VISIT AND THE PEOPLE OF THIS 
COUNTRY GREETED HER AS THOUGH THE SPLIT WITH BRITAIN HAD NEVER 
TAKEW PLACE. THE APPROPRIATE THEME SONG FOR THIS YEAR ISN'T A 
NATIONAL ANTHEM OR A POLITICAL CAMPAIGN TUNE, IT'S A MARCHING 
SONG THE BRITISH TROOPS PLAYLD DURING THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION 
CALLED "THE WORLD TURNED UPSIDE DOWN." 
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